Te Punga Karere o Tukua o Punga
Tikipunga Panui – 22 November 2019
“SUCCESSFUL LEARNERS - THE ONLY OPTION”
We Care - Awhina, We Learn – Ako, We Succeed - Angitu

Parents and Caregivers are warmly invited to join us for the

Principal’s
Kōrero

Middle School Praisegiving
Date: Tuesday 10th December 2019
Venue: School Auditorium
Time: 6.00pm

Kia ora koutou

This praisegiving ceremony is an opportunity to recognise the successes
gained by students in the Middle School.

The end of year is now firmly in
sight. Our senior students are
finishing exams and workshops.
This is their last push to put their
best foot forward and achieve. It
is now time for our year 9 and 10
students to show their leadership
skills. This is their time to lead
and role model our values.
I look forward to sharing our
middle school results with you in
our next panui. Our tamariki
have made accelerated progress
with their learning in several
areas.
Many students have
reached their trajectory targets/
te ara poutama. Congratulations,
this is a wonderful achievement.
We will be celebrating these
achievements at our middle
school praisegiving.

Students are not required to wear school uniform, but befitting the formality
of the occasion they should dress smartly and conservatively, for example
shirts with a collar, no jandals, bandanas etc.
Certificates and reports will be available for whānau to collect in the cafeteria
at the end of the evening.
We look forward to seeing you at this special occasion and invite you to join
us for supper in the cafeteria following the praisegiving.
Praisegiving marks the end of the year for the Middle School.

Year 7 & 8 Students and Staff

Evening Market – Friday 29 Nov, 6pm –
D O N A T I O N S N E E D E D
8pm Baking – Cakes or Sweets,
White Elephant Stall
Toffee Apples

No broken or unusable items please.
Drop goods into the School Main Office by
Thursday 28 November.

You can see from this panui
some of the many EOTC
opportunities that have recently
been on offer. Year 10 camp
and EOTC week are the next
opportunities for our tamariki to
take advantage of. These are
wonderful learning opportunities
for our tamariki.
Tēnā koutou, tēnā koutou,
mauri ora ki a tātou katoa.

Alec Solomon
Principal/Tumuaki

Drop goods into the School Main Office
by
Friday 29 November.

Limited Hangi tickets available from the Main Office for $10.00. Thank you for your support.

Teamwork

Whanau

Fitness

SERVICES 2020

•
•

Services academy is a military-focused programme delivered within secondary school.
The purpose of a Services academy is to:
encourage students to stay engaged in learning by providing a motivating and disciplined
programme
help students to gain improved qualifications and help them prepare to move successfully
into the workforce or further education and training.
Students in Year 12/13 can apply to be this programme.
Applications now OPEN. Spaces limited.

Tikipunga High School

Proudly supported by

ENROLLING NOW
Ph: 0800 437329
Kia ora Whanau
Please phone the school office to arrange a suitable date and time to enrol your child for 2020. Enrolments can be held either
at Tikipunga High School or at your local school.

SMALL SCHOOL BIG HEART
Celebrating continued staff and students success
“Our mana comes from the success of those around us”

Tikipunga High School Principal Alec Solomon awarded Harvard scholarship
(Story taken from Northern Advocate 22 Nov 19)

The Principal of a Whangārei school has been awarded one of two scholarships to attend a leadership programme run by the
prestigious Harvard Graduate School of Education.
Alec Solomon, principal of Tikipunga High School, will head to Sydney early next year to attend the Principals' Centre in
Australia: Leadership for School Excellence - a new programme designed to cultivate and strengthen the management and
leadership skills of school principals in Australia, New Zealand and Southeast Asia.
He said the course covered instructional leadership, school culture, leadership development, strategy and whānau-community engagement.
"One of the things we do really well here is leadership development. If you look at my time here we've had five staff who are now principals in other schools in
New Zealand - that's extraordinary.”
"We're a school all about opportunities and growth. For students and for staff" he said. Solomon said he was looking forward to filling his kete with knowledge.
"I'm really keen to reinforce some of my current learning and understandings and I'm really interested in building lasting connections with other principals and
school leaders."
Solomon, who was awarded one of two scholarships available nationally to attend the programme, said he was excited about the learning that will come from
the course.
"I'm delighted and honoured, and with only two scholarships being awarded in the country I also understand the responsibility that goes along with that."
Solomon applied for the programme and scholarship; which is worth nearly $6000 and covers most of his travel, accommodation and course fees; in September.
He said the opportunity was "too good to pass up".
"Harvard is world regarded in the leadership space and opportunities to attend one of their courses comes around very infrequently. I guess as an educational
leader of a school, we're always looking at what we do and how we do it as well."
Solomon, who grew up in Waipū, said his role at Tikipunga High School was his first principal position. He has been at the school for six years now.
Prior to that he was deputy principal of Albany Senior School.
He said it was important for school staff and leaders to upskill no matter what their experience.
"We're in a position where we need to meet and exceed the expectations of our whānau and I guess our professional duty is to look at, and evaluate, and improve
and I hope this course is a catalyst for some ongoing improvement as well."

Oh, What a Year for Amoho Karetai-Mahanga
Success continues for Amoho who was the only Northlander to have been selected in the 2019-2020 NZ Junior Mens Volleyball
Team. The team will be travelling to Thailand or Japan to play in the Asia Volleyball Championships. Selection to the NZ team
wraps up an amazing year for Amoho with both sporting and academic achievements for an exceptional young man with a
winning future ahead of him.

with
Te Putahitanga
at Pataua North
Te Putahitangi had an awesome couple days at camp out at Pataua
North. We had so many activities and adventures on the beach.
Weather didn’t stop us from having fun. Kayaking, boating, beach
walks, bridge jumping and even a bonfire and singing. We had a
long bus ride to camp and we even stopped for a small walk at the
Taheke falls. Te Putahitangi spent lots of time in the water and the
kayaks.

ARMISTICE DAY HONOURED
Students from Te Putahitangi went down to the Armistice day
celebration at Laurie hall park. Their Favourite parts were meeting the
Mayor of Whangarei “Sheryl Mai”, listening to the Brass band music,
and seeing lots of people showing their love for the fallen. It was loud
but it was meaningful for Whangarei as a community. We enjoyed
being apart of the celebration and showing our love as a school.

BOATING FIELD TRIP POCKETS YEAR
10 STUDENTS LEVEL 1 CREDITS
On Friday 15th November, Mr Mills, Mrs Dempster-Rivett, Mr Solomon,
Matua Joby and 17 Year 10 students went on a field trip to study our
local area with the hope of gaining Achievement Standard 90952:
Understand formation of surface features in local area. We selected
three features for Assessment:
1.
2.
3.

Volcanic
Goat Island headland
Ngunguru sandspit and sand dune formation

Prior concepts had been taught in class and this practical component
required collection of evidence of erosion, longshore drift and sand spit
and dune changes.
They had an exciting boat trip over to the sandspit, followed by an
adventure exploring the rocks and dunes. Students studied cave and
arch formation, dune structures and longshore drift and how it forms
the local features.
The day was filled with enthusiasm from students gaining a practical
understanding, not able to fully grasped in a classroom
environment. They used the language of Geography and Science to
describe the features, before heading back to eat hot chips. Overall a
very successful day with students achieving 4 credits towards their
NCEA Level 1 in 2020. By Mr Mills

Year 10 Wetland
Planting Project
A group of 10 students, were involved
in the ongoing planting at Pehiaweri
Marae. This stream is part of a wetland
restoration project, aimed at enhancing
water quality at Otuihau Falls and the
Hatea River. Tikipunga High has been
involved in this wetland restoration for
5 years, in conjunction with Ben Edgar
(Blue Nikau landscape design). This aims to reduce runoff and pollution into the Harbour.
We saw the work done by students in the past and we had a chance to plant a range of
species, best suited to different parts of the wetland. We put in lots of manuka to shade
the stream, cabbage trees, 3 kauri trees, as well as other wetland species. We planted
mainly in the buffer zone bordering the creek. We planted all the plants in record time,
and was a valuable learning experience for all. We learnt everything from the importance
of clean rivers, to which plants grow best
in which place, to the importance of
gumboots not having holes! A big thanks
to Ben at Blue Nikau Nurseries for his
ongoing support and advice and Matua
Joby for enabling this experience to
happen for our students. Finally special
acknowledgement and thanks also to
NRC Environmental Fund for funding this
project. By Mr Millls

with Jody & Scotty

As our Seniors move on to their exam time it is now the
year 7-10 sports time. We wish our seniors good luck in
their exams and look forward to seeing you next year. To
our Year 13’s, we would like to acknowledge and thank you
for all your efforts and participation in sports. We wish you
all the best for your future endeavours and hope you
continue with sports in your adulthood.
TOUCH
Congratulations to our Year 9 and 10 Mixed Touch Team
who took 1st place in the NSS Touch Tournament in
Kaikohe on the 25th October 2019. Thank you to their
awesome coach Frank Kake!

OUT AND ABOUT WITH GATEWAY!
Our latest barista stars,
Divante Birt and Sariah Maihi
have been completing a
placement at the Coffee Cafe
in The Salvation Army's
Family Store. A big thank you
to Liz our Ngatiwai mentor
and Mo from IHAD for their
support.
Also congratulations to those
students who took part in the
Intro to Industry programme
at Habitat 4 Humanity this
term.

Back Row: Kenneth Tipene, Kymani Kake, Jayden Leef, Kruz
Taua-Glassie & Maddison Kake
Front Row: Olivia Bratty, Cianna Marsh, Erana Bennett &
Punatahi Campbell

VOLLEYBALL
Our 9 and 10 Girls and Boys Volleyball team competed on
the 6th & 7th November and played some very competitive
games. They fought well considering the loss of key players
to injury and made it to the Semi Finals with the Girls
placing 4th and the Boys placing 3rd. Thank you to our
coaches Hayley Thompson, Atawhai Hape and Scott
McDonald.
We would also like to wish the Junior Boys Volleyball team
all the best for the up coming Junior Nationals in Mount
Manganui.

YEAR 10 CAMP 2019
The Year 10 camp will take place from Tuesday, 3rd December
through to Friday, 6th December at Whangaruru. The theme of
the camp will be “Success Builder”.
Activities include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Kayaking
Beach Hiking
Kiwi Walk
Snorkelling
Fishing
Beach Activities
Orienteering

NCEA CREDIT
Students will be working towards getting the following NCEA
Credits:
US 20141 Experience Orienteering, (Level 1 - 1 crd)
AS 90954 Demonstrate an understanding of the effects of
astronomical effects on earth, (Level 1 - 4crds)
The cost for the camp is $50.00
Contact the Main Office on 0800437329 for further
information. An amazing camping experience!!! Don’t miss out.

YEARS 7 to 9
Thursday, 5th December
BEACH DAY (Whangaumu Bay)
Friday, 6th December
POOLS DAY (Bush walk through
Reserves and Whangarei Aquatic Centre)
Monday, 9th December
SCHOOL FUN (Activities based on school grounds)
Cost: $30.00 per student, payable to the Accounts Office by
Friday 29 November.

3 days of fun, festivities and food

FROM THE BOARD OF
TRUSTEES
Tikipunga High
School’s
P o l i c i e s
a n d
P r o c e d u r e
s

www.schooldocs.co.nz
We invite you to log in to our School
Docs site
and explore.
It’s important to be familiar with our
school’s policies and procedures.
Username: tikipungahigh
Password: we learn

Sun 24 – Sat 30 Nov
Junior Volleyball Nationals
Fri 29 Nov
Yr 7/8 Market Evening
Tue 3 – Fri 6 Dec
Year 10 Camp
Thu 5 – Mon 9 Dec
Middle School 3 Day EOTC
Tue 10 Dec
JUNIOR PRAISEGIVING – 6PM
Tue 10 Dec
TERM 4 ENDS

2020

IMPORTANT DATES – MARK YOUR CALENDAR
Mon 20 Jan
School Office Opens

Mon 3 Feb
TERM 1 COMMENCES
Powhiri 9am in Auditorium
School finishes 1.00pm
Tue 4 Feb
Normal school
Thu 6 Feb
Waitangi Day (Holiday)
Thu 9 April
Term 1 Ends

